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Woerner Welcomes Gorbachev Arms Initiative 
LD0712233088 Hamburg DPA in German 2230 GMT 
7 Dec 88 


[Text] Hamburg (DPA)}—NATO Secretary General 
Manfred Woerner describes the disarmament initiative 
by Soviet state and party leader Mikhail Gorbachev at 
the United Nations as a “step in the right direction,” and 
welcomes it. In a telphone interview with ARD [First 
German Television], Woerner stated this evening that 
the details still have to be checked. If Gorbachev puts 
into motion all that he announced, “then it is a very 
important step, which we emphatically welcome.” This 
step would not eliminate Soviet superiority, but it would 
reduce it. “And that means there is movement there, as 
we demanded, and it is going in the right direction.” 


The new secretary general does not see that the Western 
defense alliance is forced to respond. “He (Gorbachev) 
has more, and he who has more must also give more 
away,” Woerner said. “We demanded this step from 
him. He has finally taken it. We welcome that.” But it 
only underlines the need to go quickly to the negotiating 
table “in order to finally dismantle the imbalance, and 
above all to be able to verify it.” 


When questioned about the influence Gorbachev's pro- 
posal would have on the disarmament concept for the 
CSCE negotiations, which is due to be presented on 
Thursday in Brussels by the NATO foreign ministers, 
Woerner stated: ““We have progressed beyond that in our 
considerations. Gorbachev said it is not connected with 
these disarmament negotiations.” NATO would present 
its own considerations. According to Woerner they pro- 
ceeded from “a quite simple consideration that we wish 
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to have a balance in the conventional sector with as few 
weapons as possible, at as low a level as possible.” He 
presumed that the Gorbachev proposals would “give an 
impetus to our discussions.” 


Britain Seeks More Japanese Investment 
OW0712135288 Tokyo KYODO in English 2307 GMT 
6 Dec 88 


[Text] Montreal, Dec. 6 KYODO—Lord Young, Bri- 
tain’s trade and industry secretary, said Tuesday his 
country welcomes more investment from Japan. 


Young told Foreign Minister Sosuke Uno that Britain 
expects the number of Japanese firms investing in Brit- 
ain to rise to 100 from 80 at present. 


Japanese officials said Young explained Britain's efforts 
to have Nissan Motor Co. autcs produced in Britain 
accepted as European-made by the 12-nation Eurupean 
Community (EC). 


France and Spain have contended that the Nissan cars 
are Japanese-..::uc because of their low level of local 
content. 


Uno told Young and Britain's Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food Minister John MacGregor that Japan is the world’s 
biggest food importer, buying 20.1 billion dollars worth 
of foodstuffs a year, the Japanese officials told reporters. 


Young and MacGregor said at the meeting that Britain 
wants Japan to fully implement tax reform to promote 
imports of Scotch whisky and award membership of the 
Tokyo stock exchange to more British securities houses. 
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Gorbachev Cancels Visit, Sends Personal Message 


Thatcher Receives Ambassador 
LD0812105988 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1022 GMT 8 Dec 88 


{By Grania Langdon-Down, PRESS ASSOCIATION] 


[Text] Soviet Leader Mikhail Gorbachev today sent Mrs 
Thatcher a personal message of regret that he was 
cancelling his visit to Britain because of the Armenian 
earthquake disaster. 


The prime minister expressed her sympathy at the news 
of the earthquake tragedy and promised any aid needed 
to help the thousands of victims. 


Mrs Thatcher was speaking outside 10 Downing Street 
after the Soviet Ambassador Mr Leonid Zamyatin deliv- 
ered a personal message from the Soviet premier cancel- 
ling his planned visit next week. Mrs Thatcher said she 
was disappointed but quite understood his decision to fly 
Straight home. 


She said: “But Mr Gorbachev has only postponed his visit. 
The invitation is wide open for him at any time. Any time 
he can come we will do our very best to change any plans 
that we have. It is very important we are able to talk 


together especially in view of the major speech he made.” 


Mrs Thatcher said: “The Soviet ambassador has just 
brought me a personal message from Mr Gorbachev 
saying how very sorry he is that he is unable to come but 
there is this terrible tragedy in which thousands and 
thousands of people have lost their lives and obviously 
his place is at home at this time. 


“We fully understand and we would do exactly the 
same—every politician in the world would understand. I 
have of course said we will do anything we can to help, 
such as sending warm things, food and drugs which are 
easier to get in the Western world than in parts of the 
Soviet Union.” 


Mrs Thatcher spoke with the ambassador for about 20 
minutes before coming out to speak to waiting reporters. 


She said: “We are disappointed because we had greatly 
looked forward to the talks especially after such a signif- 
icant speech to the UN. It is not only the pr »osals for 
the reduction of conventioral armaments bu, it was the 
whole atmosphere of the speech, the whole new 
approach, the whole new philosophy of treating it all 
now as one world.” 


Mr Zamyatin said he would be relaying the prime 
minister’s condolences to Moscow immediately. 
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“I wish to stress again the visit is not cancelled, the visit it 
postponed. The second thing I wish to say is to express my 
gratitude to the prime minister and all the people who 
co-operated in preparations for this visit,” he added. 


Mr Zamyatin said their effort would not be wasted 
because they would help with the plans for the next visit. 


Mrs Thatcher said Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe 
was in Brussels for NATO talks. 


Commenting on Mr Gorbachev's unilateral offer involv- 
ing the reduction of conventional forces by 500,000 men, 
10,000 tanks and 800 combat aircraft, she said: “It is 
very serious and will require very careful consideration. 


“It is not something for off-the-cuff reaction except to 
welcome it in very general terms. But it is quite detailed 
and will need very careful study and then we will negoti- 
ate.” 


About the earthquake which is believed to have claimed 
many thousands of lives, Mrs Thatcher said the Foreign 
Office disaster unit was ready to respond with help for the 
area and it would be getting in touch with the appropriate 
department in Moscow. She said the foreign secretary 
would also be raising the matter with the European Com- 
mission which she was sure would also want to help. 


Mr Thatcher stepped in when reporters began questioning 
Mr Zamyatin whether there were other reasons for Mr 


Gorbachev's return home, referring to the resignation of 
the Armed Forces chief of staff. She said: “I am not having 
any of that—this is a great tragedy. This is a time for all 


gathering together to relieve that great tragedy.” 


Mrs Thatcher said the decision to postpone the visit was 
“quite understandable.” She sent the government's sym- 
pathy to the Soviet people and said if there was anything 
Britain could do to help, it would be done. 


Speaking on the BBC Radio 4 programme Today, she 
said: “We will gei in touch with the ambassador later and 
Say it is quite understandable and we hope he will be able 
to come soon because we were all looking forward to it. 


“When there’s a tragedy like that, Mr Gorbachev has to 
go home. Anything else would be unthinkable. Home is 
the place to be and his people would expect it—and he is 
just the sort of person to do it.” 


Mrs Thatcher hoped the visit could be re-scheduled. 
“We will try to make ourselves available whenever he 
can come. We were very much looking forward to the 
talks, particularly in view of his United Nations speech. 


“Of course we make ourselves available, but I think he will 
have his hands full for the time being. Any time he wants 
to come we will try to reset things up. We do have a lot of 
disappointed people but they will understand as well. 
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“The earthquake is so devastating and, according to 
what I heard, the tragedy so great that really we wish to 
offer our deepest sympathies to the Soviet people and the 
bereaved. 


“We are certain that all the emergency services will be 
mobilised to help, but anything that we can do, of course 
we would be only too pleased to do.” 


Soviet Ambassador Mr Leonid Zamyatin was calling at 
10 Downing Street early today to give Mrs Thatcher a 
personal message from Mr Gorbachev, a spokesman for 
the prime minister said. 


Details of the Soviet leader’s British itinerary were being 
kept secret for security reasons but as a visiting head of 
State his stay would have included a meeting with the 
queen as well as talks with Mrs Thatcher. 


Thatcher Sends Condolences 
LD08 12075088 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 0743 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] Mrs Thatcher today sent a message of sympathy to 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev after the earthquake 
disaster in Armenia forced him to postpone his three-day 
visit to Britain. 


As reports spoke of many thousands dead, the prime 
minister also offered Britain's help with rescue work. 


And she said she would do all she could to reschedule Mr 
Gorbachev's visit. “Any time he wants to come, we will 
try to reset things up.” 


He had been due to arrive on Monday after calling at 
Cuba on his way back to Europe from the United States, 
where his visit was being hailed a great success. 


His sudden return to Moscow was announced by Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze at a hastily- 
convened news conference in New York. 


Mr Gorbachev believed he had to return to direct the 
rescue efforts, he said. Soviet public opinion would have 
been outraged if he had continued his us visit. 


He emphasised that Mr Gorbachev would visit Britain 
“at an appropriate time”. 


Security Measures Detailed 
PM9712145688 London DAILY EXPRESS in English 
7 Dec 88 p 2 


[Malcolm Folley and Owen Summers report: “Yard Aids 
KGB Over Mikhail Death Threatsꝰ] 


[Excerpts] As Russian leader Mikhail Gorbachev and his 
wife Raisa flew into New York last night, top secret pians 
for his safety were being finalised in London. 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Scotland Yard and the Soviet KGB are linking in an 
Operation to protect him following a reported threat to 
kill Russia’s president in the UK. 


It is being taken seriously by the Yard. [passage omitted] 


When Mr Gorbachev arrives in London on Monday for 
his official three-day visit, an unprecedented security 
operation for a foreign head of state will begin. 


Armed SAS men will join squads of gun carrying police 
officers in a minute-b-minute cover of Mr Gorbachev's 
movements every day until the doors of the Soviet 
Embassy close behind him each night. 


The British police teams will be backed up by KGB 
agents whose chief is a lieutenant general who has been 
involved in top-secret London talks. Mr Gorbachev and 
his wife Raisa will travel round London in three-ton 
armour-plated Russian Zil lirnousines already flown here 
in transport aircraft. 


An international police message has warned Britain in 
particular of possible terrorist attacks on “Russian targets.” 


It followed reported threats by the Armenian Secret 
Army for the liberation of Armenia to avenge their 
countrymen killed by Russian troops while demonstrat- 
ing for independence. 


Armenian exiles in London promised last night that any 
protests by them will be peaceful. 


Mrs Thatcher has not tried to gag her senior Defence 
Minister Archie Hamilton who will be making a speech 
elsewhere on the continuing military threat from Mos- 
cow just as she welcomes Mr Gorbachev to dinner at 
Downing Street. 


She is never less than frank with the Soviet leader and 
may be glad the subject will be raised during the visit. 


Thatcher, Others React to Gorbachev Speech 
LD0712202788 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1925 GMT 7 Dec 88 


[By Chris Moncrief, PRESS ASSOCIATION chief polit- 
ical correspondent] 


[Excerpts] The Prime Minister today “warmly welcomed” 
President Gorbachev's announcement that the Soviet 
Union's Armed Forces would be reduced by 500,000 men 
over the next two years. And she said she would be 
studying in detail the Soviet leader's speech, delivered to 
the UN General Assembly in New York today in advance 
of his visit to Britain next week. 


Mr Gorbachev's remarks also found favour with the 
opposition. Mr Ma.tin O'Neill, shadow defence secre- 
tary, described them as “the most dramatic reduction in 
troop numbers ever announced by a Soviet leader”’. 
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The official text of Mr Gorbachev's speech also said 
conventional arms “will be substantially reduced”. The 
move would be made “unilaterally”. His speech plainly 
bodes well for the discussions Mr Gorbachev will have 
with the prime minister at Downing Street next Tuesday. 
[passage omitted] 


A statement from Downing Street tonight said: “The 
primc minister was briefed on the main points of Mr 
Gorbachev's speech on her return to No 10 from the 
day’s visit to Yorkshire. "Her first reaction was that she 
warmly welcomed the cuts in forces and armaments 
proposed by Mr Gorbachev as an important step towards 
securing a better balance of forces in Europe in view of 
the Soviets’ present overwhelming superiority. The 
prime minister will be studying Mr Gorbachev's speech 
in detail in advance of his visit to Britain next week.“ 
Labour Leader Mr Neil Kinnock commented: “This is a 
great initiative not only in forces balance but in confi- 
dence-building between East and West. It deserves a 
constructive response as the era of lower armamants and 
greater security goes on.” 

Mr O'Neill said: “I welcome this initiative by President 
Gorbachev. This is the most dramatic reduction in troop 
numbers that has ever been announced by a Soviet 
leader. This raises hopes for a satisfactory outcome for 
the conventional stability talks which are shortly to be 
started in Vienna.” He added: “While we must obviously 
examine his speech very closely, reductions and with- 
drawals on the scale envisaged wili make a dramatic 
impact on thinking on central European policy. NATO 
must respond positively to this move and the major 
Europear nations like the United Kingdom must now 
seek to meet Chancellor Kohl in his moves to establish a 
programme of economic assistance to the Soviet Union 
to help them in their best endeavours.” 


A Forcign Office spokesman described the Soviet Lead- 
er’s offer as “an important first step towards securing a 
better balance of forces in Europe, in view of the Soviet 
Union's present overwhelming superiority”. The details 
would be discussed during Mr Gorbachev's talks with 
Mrs Thatcher in London next week. [passage omitted] 


Former Defence Secretary Mr Michael Heseltine warned 
that the Soviets were intent on prising Germany away 
from NATO. “It must be a prime objective of British 
foreign policy to maintain West Germany's adherence to 
the Western alliance,” he said. “Now there is a new 
vision—a Gorbachev vision—which seeks to detach 
Germany from West Europe. The more we stand apart, 
the easier we make Mr Gorbachev's task in presenting 
military neutralism and industrial influence in central 
Europe as an alternative.” 


A leading British defence analyst also suggested Mr 
Gorbachev had subtle ulterior motives for his offer. 
Behind the apparent desire to help the cause of peace is 
a clever move aimed at check-mating right of centre 
Western leaders like President Bush and Mrs Thatcher, 
Dr Paul Rogers Believes. 





UNITED KINGDOM 


Dr Rogers, from the Department of Peace Studies at 
Bradford University, suspects that one of Mr Gorba- 
chev’s chief aims is to sabotage NATO's planned moder- 
nisation of several tactical nuclear weapons. The moder- 
nisation programme, expected to be given the go-ahead 
next spring, has already attracted strong opposition in 
countries like Belgium and West Germany. Dr Rogers 
said: ““What Mr Gorbachev has done is to offer proof 
that the Soviet Union is developing a more defensive 
posture, which will be welcomed by the centre left in 
West Germany. It is going to mak~ it much more 
difficult for NATO to agree on a decision to modernise 
nuclear weapons.” He said Soviet leaders were “very 
worried” about the modernisation programme, which is 
firmly backed by Britain and the United States. 


Dr Rogers said Mr Gorbachev was also putting pressure 
on United States President-elect Bush, who already has 
his hands full with a Democrat controlled Congress 
opposed to many of his policies. The conventional forces 
reductions will serve as a powerful boost to congressmen 
arguing for dramatic cuts in American military spending. 


Dr Rogers said Mr Gorbachev was a “brilliant” tactician 
who was often underestimated by Western leaders. “His 
offer is far more sophisticated than might appear on the 
surface. The real problem for many Western countries is 
that they havn't realised how clever this man is”. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Paper Views Foreign Office Stand on PLO 
JNO712150288 Manama WAKH in Arabic 1400 GMT 
7 Dec 88 


[Text] London, 7 Dec (WAKH)—A spokesman of the 
British Foreign Office today said it had received instruc- 
tions from No 10 Downing Street to delay and not make 
any decision on contacts with the PLO. It should also 
postpone any decisions until after the UN General 
Assembly discussion of the Palestine question and wait 
until George Bush's administration takes over in the 


_ United States next month. 


In a statement to WAKH, the spokesman added that the 
British Government's stand on contacts with the PLO 
has not changed and will remain under discussion for the 
next 3 months. 


He pointed out that the British Government considered 
the latest PNC resolutions, which recognized the two 
international resolutions, a positive step which merits 
welcome and encouragement. 


The spokesman clarified that these resolutions are an 
important developmeiit, which has led the British Govern- 
ment to revise its stands toward the issue of contacts with 
the PLO. As he said, it is a process which is still continuing. 
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US. Military Plane Crashes in Remscheid Genscher Remarks 

LD08 12144788 Hamburg DPA in German 1348 GMT LD0812110688 Hamburg DPA in German 

8 Dec 88 1007 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] Remscheid cate er S. military plane crashed 
today at noon in Remscheid. The police are not certain 
of the number of persons killed. There are unofficial 
reports of three deaths. At least six houses were 
destroyed by the crash and several others are burning. 


Fire brigades, one hundred police groups, and various 
rescue services from neighboring towns have formed a 
large-scale operation. Firemen are combing the houses 
looking for victims of the catastrophe. 


Further on Crash 
Ty 788 Hamburg DPA in German 1424 GMT 
Dec 


[Excerpt] Remscheid (DPA)—The crash of a U.S. mili- 
tary aircraft in the city center of Remscheid this after- 
noon has caused an unknown number of dead and 
injured. A number of houses caught on fire and were 
destroyed. A state of catastrophe has been declared. 


The Remscheid police cited “numerous bits of corpses” 
and “many injured.” The Wuppertal fire service stated 
that three bodies have already been recovered and a 
number of injured persons have been pulled from the 
wreckage. It appears that there was live ammunition on 
board the aircraft, as there were explosions on impact. 
“Poisonous materials” may also have been on board. 


According to reports, a number of residential buildings, 
including multi-story buildings, were hit. Some of them 
are totally destroyed while others are still burning. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Officials React to Gorbachev Disarmament Proposals 


Kohl Welcomes Proposals 
3 —— Ham urg DFPA in German 1944 GMT 
7 Dec 


[Excerpt] Hamburg (DPA)—The reduction by 500,000 
men of the Soviet Army announced by Soviet state and 
party leader Mikhail Gorbachev this evening at the UN 
General Assembly in New York has been positively 
received in initial reactions from the Western world. 
According to Government Friedhelm Ost, Fed- 


eral Chancellor Helmut Kohl welcomed the reduction in 
conventional forces announced by Gorbachev as an 
“important step in the right direction.” Above all he 
emphasized the withdrawal and the disbanding of tank 
rw the GDR, the CSSR, and Hungary. [passage 
oni 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—With the latest Sovict announce- 
ment of drastic troop reductions “a new chapter in the 
history of disarmament can be opened,” said Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher, Federal minister of foreign affairs. 
Genscher said today on Deutschlandfunk that Moscow’s 
intention to reduce its Armed Forces by 500,000 men 
within 2 years will lead to a clear reduction of Eastern 
superiority in the non-nuclear sphere. 


Negotiations on stability in the conventional sphere will 
quite certainly be facilitated by this step. For the West it 
is a question of balance on a lower level. The Soviet 
initiative is an important step in this direction. 


Genscher emphasized the announced withdrawal of 
USSR tank units and artillery out of central Europe. This 
signifies 2 |:mitation in the Warsaw Pact states’ capabil- 
ity to attach 


Genscher appeared convinced that Moscow is prepared to 
allow inspections to follow the announced measures. He 
came out against faint-heartedness, said that deeds had 
already followed Gorbachev's words, and said that others 
would follow. It will also become clear that the disarma- 
ment debate must concentrate on conventional disarma- 
ment as the central problem of European security. The 
question of the modernization of nuclear short-range mis- 
siles has been drawn too strongly into the center. 


Others React 
LD0712190188 Hamburg DPA in German 1750 GMT 
7 Dec 88 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—The Social Democrats assessed the 
proposals by Soviet state and party leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev in a first statement as “sensational.” Karsten 
Voigt, representative of the SPD parliamentary group in 
the Bundestag Foreign Affairs Committee, said that they 
[the proposals] must be assessed positively and unreserv- 
edly and that they demand a positive reaction from the 
West. He linked this with the demand that NATO should 
not go ahead with the planned modernization of nuclear 
short-range missiles. 


Uwe Ronneburger, the FDP parliamentary group's 
spokesman on defense policy, said that Gorbachev's 
initiative can only be received positively. “If the USSR 
begins the announced disarmament steps and they can 
be verified, then it will also be possible for us to reduce 
accordingly,” stated the FDP politician. Moscow should 
begin substantial measures as soon as possible so that the 
conference for arms control and disarmament can begin 
its work on the basis of reduced inequalities. 


Rupert Scholz (CDU), Federal defense minister, stated 
that the announced reduction “would be a first step 
toward the reduction in the conventional superiority of 
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the Warsaw Pact in Central Europe, publicly admitted 
by Gorbachev himself.” In it Scholz sees at the same 
time “a first partial success of the persistent efforts by 
the West for more detente and mutual security.” It is 
crucial that these announcements lead to actual and 
verifiable troop withdrawals and arms reductions. 


Paper Details on Genscher’s Iran Visit 
JN0712164188 Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 
6 Dec 88 p 16 


[By ‘Adil Ilyas) 


[Text] Bonn—AL-QABAS has obtained the official 
report on FRG Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Gens- 
cher’s talks with the Iranian officials during his visit last 
week to Tehran. 


The report says that Genscher’s visit was not as successful 
as had been expected. From the beginning of the journey 
and talks between the two sides, shadows of failure pre- 
vailed. It is correct that the Iranians were and are till 
interested in rehabilitating the country with FRG assis- 
tance. Genscher was accompanied by more than 30 econ- 
omists from major German companies. It is also correct 
that “the strong man or the man who is on his way to 
power,” as the FRG report describes Rafsanjani, expressed 
his gratitude and thanks for the FRG role throughout the 
war as the FRG assisted Iran with all its material, political, 
and diplomatic strength. All this is correct, but the Iranian 
authorities were not ready to treat leniently the German 
journalists who accompanied Genscher in his trip to Iran. 
Iran did not allow any journalist to stay in Tehran at the 
conclusion of Genscher’s visit. Iran forced all journalists to 
return sboard the FRG foreign minister's plane. The 
Iranians’ pretext is that the journalists came to cover 
Genscher'’s visit only and that their mission ended with the 
conclusion of the visit. 


Iranian Foreign Minister ‘Ali Akbar Velayati, his deputy, 
Majlis Speaker Hashemi Rafsanjani, and Prime Minister 
Mir Hoseyn Musavi spoke with the German delegation 
about Iran’s open-door policy and its need to rehabilitate 
the country. However, this policy cannot be imple- 
mented immediately because of the peace talks between 
Baghdad and Tehran. Rafsanjani said that the peace 
talks had not been stopped but suspended. The reason, as 
the report says, is the issue of defining who started the 
war and, consequently, who will pay for it. 


With regard to the POW exchange between the two sides, 
the Iranians say, according to the German report, that 
resuming the POW exchange is possible and the issue is 
now in the hands of UN Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar. Iran is waiting for his offices to reach an 
agreement on the POW exchange on a larger scale. 
Everyoody is waiting for future steps on this issue. 


With regard to the economic situation in Iran, the 
German report says that it is very miserable. Inflation is 
escalating, the black market prevails, and the prices are 
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high. Rafsanjani affirmed that Iran wants to emphasize 
that it seeks excellent relations with Western Europe to 
compensate for its good relationship with the United 
States during the shah’s rule. 


Answering a question by Genscher on the possibility of 
opening the Iranian door to the United States, Rafsan- 
jani said: Of course, but on condition that the United 
States releases Iranian assets in American banks. 


The report points out that Rafsanjani still talks about the 
“arch-Satan” in the United States. But Iran, despite that, 
prefers to cooperate with Western Europe; that it is the 
“lesser Satan”. The Iranians affirmed that they are exert- 
ing aii their efforts to re-establish relations with the Ara- 
bian Gulf states. They told the Germans that the Kuwaiti 
Embassy has reopened its doors in Tehran and that Saudi 
Arabia is also working toward putting matters back on 
their natural course. 


The German report says that the Iranians want peace 
and unblemished relations with the Arabian Gulf states; 
that is, cooling the atmosphere of confrontations and 
war with their Arab neighbors. 


The reason for ine German foreign minister's failure is that 
when he arrived in Tehran, he carned with him many 
humanitarian cases—those of the political detainees. He 
wanted information as to their fate from the Iranian 
authorities. He also asked Tehran to release them. The 
German report showed its concern, nay, its disgust, that 
some of these detainees, whom Genscher asked to be 
released, had been executed a few days before Ge..acher’s 
arrival, especially Dr Danesh. One of Danesh’s family 
members informed Genscher that the Iranian authorities 
asked his relatives to come to the prison to pick up the rest 
of his belongings from the prison. This is proof that he was 
executed by the Iranian authorities, since he belonged to 
those opposing Iranian rule. 


The Germar: report, a copy of which was obtained by 
AL-QABAS, affirmed that the Iranian authorities car- 
ried out a political liquidation campaign shortly before 
Genscher's arrival. This campaign was, of course, not 
directed against him, but against all opposition parties, 
especially the Tudah and Mujahedin-e Khalq members, 
and all liberal and leftist party members. 


The German report affirms there is no evidence against 
those who were executed of having committed crimes 
deserving execution and liquidation. But it seems that 
Iranian prisons are full and the Iranian authorities want 
to empty them, ot by freeing prisoners so that iiey may 
go back to their political activity, but by executing them 
and getting rid of them and their oppositionist activity. 
In addition to this, Genscher believes that the Iranian 
authorities want to keep a small number of political 
Opposition members in the prisons. They will release 
them and tell the whole world: Look, we do not have a 
large nuraber of political detainees about whom the 
opposition spreads lies throughout the world. 
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The German report affirms that the liquidation cam- 
paign against the opposition is implemented with the 
agreement and blessing of Rafsanjani himself. To say the 
least, such a campaign cannot take place without his 
knowledge and implicit agreement. The report says that 
Rafsanjani’s aim is to replace Khamenei as prime min- 
ister next February, to become, not only the strongest 
man but the only one without a rival in the power 
position. The report says that when Genscher asked 
those talking to him about the fate of many political 
opposition members, they answered that they did not 
execute anyone and will look into the matter. But when 
reporters asked Rafsanjani about the fate of these detain- 
ees, he answered: It is better for you to worry about the 
Palestinians who are being killed by Israel daily. As for 
the Iranian detainees, this issue is none of your business. 


He thought that Genscher’s failure to achieve any 
progress regarding the political detainees was a painful 
blow and a laughing-stock, particularly when Genscher 
tried to talk about the Western hostages who are being 
held in Beirut by Hizballah and asked for help to release 
them. Rafsanjani replied: “Help us with your friends, the 
Lebanese Forces Phalangists in Beirut to release four 
Iranians who are being heid in Lebanese Forces’ torture 
chambers there.” Genscher replied that for a long time, 
his government has been mediating with the Lebanese 
Forces for their release. 


Regarding the Iranian-Iraqi talks to achieve peace, the 
Iranian foreign minister talked for a long time with his 
FRG colleague. Following the meeting, Genscher said: 
“Undoubtedly, the Iranians have new and important 
ideas to refresh negotiations. Now, everybody is waiting 
for Perez De Cuellar to renew his efforts once again in 
light of these Iranian ideas.’ However, Genscher refused 
to talk in detail about this subject. Observers have 
interpreted Genscher’s remarks as an Iranian approval 
of his proposals, which he submitted to the iranians in 
order to push forward the negotiations. Genscher's ideas 
are summarized by a move to “a policy of practical 
steps.” This means clearing the obstacles in the Shatt 
al-‘Arab and facilitating international navigation with- 
out achieving an adequate and final answer on sover- 
eignty over the Shatt al-‘Arab at the present time in the 
hope that this will be resolved in the future between the 
two sides. 


While the FRG side was present in Tehran, a rumor 
spread that the Iranian authorities had placed Prime 
Minister Musavi under house arrest. This surprised and 
puzzled Genscher. The report was first broadcast by the 
Soviet news agency, TASS, and Genscher indicated that 
he did not know anything about the subject. No matter 
who spread the report, even if it were a rumor, some- 
thing must have happened. 


During Genscher’s conversation with German journalists 
about the outcome of his visit, a journalist asked him 
about his meeting with Prime Minister Musavi and how he 
found him. Genscher asked the German journalist what he 
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meant, and the journalist answered that TASS had said 
that Musavi was under house arrest. Genscher replied that 
he had talked to him and that his impression was that “he 
is a free man and not under house arrest.” However, 
AL-QABAS has learned from a senior political source in 
the delegation that Genscher in fact only got to know about 
the matter for the first time from the German colleague 
who asked him about the subject. However, Genscher 
recalled an incident that happened to him on his way to 
meet the Iranian prime minister which made him think 
about the subject of house arrest in a deeper and more 
serious manner. When he entered the meeting room, 
Genscher remembered that he had not met the Iranian 
prime minister in tis room during his previous visit. 
Immediately, Genscher asked one of the prime minister's 
staff: “Is this room the prime minister's office?” With 
apparent nervousness, the Iranian official replied: Where 
did you expect the meeting to take place?” 


Genscher remembered this incident after the German 
journalist's question about Musavi. He said to himself 
that by his question to the Iranian official he unwittingly 
and unintentionally probably aroused his suspicions. 
Now I wonder why he answered and acted nervously. 


After this incident, the German delegation began to doubt 
Prime Minister Musavi's current and long-term position 
and status in the government. The report affirms that 
Rafsanjani will in the end reach power. The report affirms 
that Rafsanjani has managed to neutralize, if not freeze, 
the Revolutionary Guards apparatus and its effectiveness. 
The report says that although the Revolutionary Guards 
are Carrying Out operations on Tehran streets and at its 
hotels, their political role has disappeared. The report adds 
that Khomeyni, the spiritual leader of the revolution, 
firmly stands behind and supports Rafsanjani. The Ger- 
man delegation included Hans Kohen, a German professor 
of Catholic theology at Tubingen University in Germany, 
who is known to have been banned by the pope from 
teaching Christian theology at German universities. As 
Professor Cohen says, the Iranians were very interested in 
his experiences and lectures. Their questions to him 
focused on the evasion and dissatisfaction of youths and 
students with theology lessons, their unwillingness to pur- 
sue such studies, and a solution to this phenomenon. They 
learned that the same phenomenon exists in Christian 
communities in the West. Therefore, they wanted to con- 
sult him about this issue, hoping to find solutions to makes 
youths and students willing to pursue religious and Islamic 
studies. The phenomenon of rejection concerns and both- 
ers Iranian officials. *rofessor Kohen's interlocutors were 
Khomeyni's son-in-law and his wife—Khomeyni's daugh- 
ter—and religious men close to Khomeyni. The meeting 
was under the slogan of a dia‘«gue between Christianity 
and Islam. It is known that this professor did the same 
thing in Algeria some time ago when he met with reingious 
men there and discussed with them the issue of a Chris- 
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tian-Islamic dialogue. Among the issues raised with him in 
Iran was harmony between the holy Koran and its rules 
and scientific and cultural developments. 


The list of demands presented to the German delegation 
concerning reconstruction in Iran included the rehabilita- 
tion of Iranian military forces, especially the establishment 
of factories for producing fighter planes and bombers. 


As it is known, the German weapons factory Fretz Verner 
[name as published] opened an office in Iran a long time 
ago and is continuing to conduct its trade activity. Iran's 
desire to establish aircraft factories explains the presence 
ion. A German 

to the of intelligence information 
between the Iranians and the Germans and that the two 
sides discussed nothing else at all. 
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Environmental Agreement With Hungary 
LD0712234188 Hamburg DPA in German 1500 GMT 
7 Dec 88 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Today the Federal cabinet 
approved an agreement with Hungary, which provides 
for close cooperation between the two countries in the 
sphere of environmental protection, and which will be 
signed during the visit of Klaus Toepfer (CDU), minister 
of the environment, which begins on Monday. Toepfer 
stated in the Bundstag that it concerns cooperation in all 
important areas of the environment. In this connection 
the FRG wishes to make a contribution so that modern 
environmental technology can also be used in Hungary. 
According to him negotiations with Poland for a similar 
agreement are in the final stages. 
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‘Great Interest’ in Gorbachev Troop Reductions 
LD08 12113738 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1100 GMT & Des 88 


[Text] Presider: Merrand has sent a telegram of con- 
dolences to Mitta! ‘iors chev from the French people 
following the earth.wake which has plunged Armenia 
into mourning. The head of state has been in Czechoslo- 
vakia for an hour now. On his arrival in Prague, he was 
welcomed by President Gustav Husak and by the Czech- 
oslovak priime minister. Francois Mitterrand will stay in 
the country for 48 hours; a French head of state has 
never been to Czechoslovakia before. 


From Prague, Elysee spokesman Hubert Vedrine has 
revealed the president's great interest in the measures 
announced by Mikhail Gorbachev from the United 
Nations rostrum : These measures underline 
the Soviet will to proceed in the direction of a rebalan- 
cing of forces in Europe and augur well for the negotia- 
tions on conventional disarmament in Europe which will 
begin very soon in Vienna. This initiative is useful for 
the balance of forces and for peace, the Elysee spokes- 
man indicated to the press. 


Mitterrand, Thatcher Meet 30 November 
PM0712125088 Paris LE MONDE in French 
2 Dec 88 p 8 


[“C.T.” report: “Franco-British Meeting at Le Mont 
Saint Michel: Mrs Thatcher Proposes Spring London 
NATO Meeting”] 


[Text] Le Mont Saint Michel—East-West relations were 
the real main course at the working luncheon on Wednes- 
day 30 November at Le Mont Saint Michel between Mrs 
Thatcher and Mr Mitterrand, and particularly their most 
immediate aspect, namely, the never-ending Vienna CSCE 
conference whose conclusion is a precondition for the 
universally desired openiag of negotiations on conven- 
tional disarmament in Europe. The remarks made by the 
president and those, albeit rather enigmatic, of Mrs 
Thatcher give a glimps= of the compromise that could soon 
remove the final obstacle to this process. 


Mrs Thatcher somewhat surprised her supporters by 
announcing that the decision on the Soviet proposal to 
host an international human rights meeting in Moscow 
in 1991 within the CSCE framework “is ~ot connected 
with the conclusion of the Vienna conference.” For 
months the British prime minister had not concealed her 
hostility to the very principle of such a meeting, which 
the Soviets want to include in the Vienna final docu- 
ment’s section on human rights. Since the opening of 
conventional arms negotiations features in the docu- 
ment’s security section, an entire disarmament process 
was jeopardized by Britain's reservations, partly shared 
by the Americans. The French, for their part, had made 
it known that if Western support for the Moscow mect- 
ing was forthcoming they would not stand in its way, 
which was a way of granting their agreement. 
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“My viewpoint has not changed,” Mrs Thatcher said 
Wednesday, explaining that she would only accept the 
Moscow meeting if “enormous ” was made in 
the USSR in the human rights field. She added, however, 
that she no longer considered the issue “as urgent” as it 
was a while ago. Should we conclude that the British 
would accept the inclusion in the Vienna final document 
of a cautious formula designed to play for time without, 
however, rejecting the Moscow meeting in principle? Be 
thet as it may, Mr Mitterrand seemed to have discovered 
this British approach to the issue at the same time as 
journalists: “It is Mrs Thatcher's own analysis. It is by no 
means unrealistic,” be said. Previously the president 
indicated that the consultations on this issue between 
Western allies were continuing. “We have not reached a 
conclusion. Furthermore we are not dealing with a very 
precise proposal.... The proposal made relates to 1991 at 
the earliest, and not imperatively. At the same time the 
disarmament talks could begin in a matter of weeks.” 


Mr Mitterrand was also keen to point to the “details” oa 
which he differs with the British prime minister, with 
regard to the human rights issue: “What Mrs Thatcher 
says is based on the indisputable need for the USSR 10 
pursue its evolution. | would qualify this by saying that 
human rights and the rest are being discussed with the 
USSR. Of course 2 conference in Moscow would have a 
symbolic value but, no matter where it is held, it is with 
the USSR that discussions must be conducted. This fact 
cannot be ignored.” 


Mrs Thatcher had also come to convey to the president 
her idea of hosting a NATO summit in London in the 
spring. It may be believed that she would not have done 
so unless she enjoyed the Americans’ approval. The 
president's response was terse: “It is not a bad idea but I 
need to think about it.” Mrs Thatcher's proposal of 
course lies within the major offensive that she is cur- 
rently waging in all directions to assert Britain's presence 
on the international scene. To celebrate the Atlantic 
alliance’s 40th birthday in Londor with the new U.S. 
president would obviously be a considerable success for 
her, and one to which it can be assumed that Mr 
Mitterrand would be loath to contribute. This, particu- 
larly since France does not share the same strategy as 
NATO, especially with regard to the use of nuclear 
weapons, and since its attempts to prompt its allies to 
review their doctrine have hitherto been ineffective. It 
seems very likely that France's spec’al status and its 
nonmembe: ship in the integrated command will be cited 
to justify the president's hesitations with regard «o the 
invitation extended to him. 


Last, there was talk of European issues at Le Mont Saint 
Michel, though the subject was not exhausted, since Mr 
Mitterrand and Mrs Thatcher will be meeting again 
Friday in Rhodes for the summit of the Twelve. Never- 
theless, Mr Delors could be reassured, if necessary, by 
drawing attextion to Mrs Thatcher's good intentions: 
“We expect the Rhodes talks to be very friendly. We will 
not be constrained by the need to make urgent decisions 

















Rules, EEC 


rapprochement does of course lead to increased political 
solidarity. 


Minister Ingvar Carisson’s visit to the Hotel Matignon 


Carisson's Paris visit is a continuation of his rourdtrip 
to some of the EEC states last spring. Because France was 
in the midst of a hectic election carnpaign at the time, his 
visit to France was postponed. 


The EEC will be one of the main topics at today’s 3 hours 
of talks with Rocard, lunch included. The other main 
topic will of course be French visa requirements. Tues- 
day afternoon [6 December] Carisson will also meet with 
President Francois Mitterrand. 


Rocard reiterated to DAGENS NYHETER what he said 
on Swedish television recently: 


“t am aware of the additionai trouule these [French visa 
requirements] are for our Swedish friends and I am not 
surprised that your fellow countrymen feel hurt. But we 
cannot give the impression too early that we are relaxing 
our watchfulness. 


“When all the preconaitions for lifting visa requirement: 
have been been met, however, we do not rule out a 
development of the issue.” 





FRANCE 


The visa requirements were introduced in September 
1986 by the then right-wing government after a series of 
bloody bombings on the streets of Paris. 


“France was forced to protect itself through preventive 
measures,” Rocard said. “We had been hard hit by 
terrorism in the previous year. ‘Ve had had considerable 
immigration.” 


This is the first time that France has officially mentioned 
immigration (chiefly from Airica aad the Arab coun- 
tries) as a reason for the introduction of its visa restric- 
tions. 


“They are not, as you put it, directed against the Euro- 
pean countries, since they do not affect you alone. They 
are directed agairst the whole world apart from the EEC 
countries and neighvoring Switzerland. 


“But I think that the serious reasons ‘or the measure we 
adopted are understood by our neighbors, and I am sure 
that our European friends prefez to travel to a peaceful 
France rathe. than to a France that is being rocked by 
bloody outrages” 


However, the French Government is divided on this 
issue. Foreign Minister Roland Dumas, European 
Affairs Minister Edith Cresson, and of course Tourism 
Minister Olivier Stirn have spoken out in support of 
scrapping the restrictions, Stirn as recently as last week. 
However, Rocard has clearly followed the same line 4s 
influential Interior Minister Pierre Joxe. Joxe is in 
charge of law and order and immigration policy—both 
sensitive issues in the run-up to the important spring 
local elections. 


Rocarad avoided the question of whether he prefers a 
Sweden inside or outside the EEC. “That choice is up to 
the Swedes themselves,” he said. 


In face of the rest of Europe's fear that the EEC will 
retreat into its shell when the single market is achieved in 
1992-93, Rocard stressed that the EEC is open. The same 
thing was stressed in the final communique of the recent 
EEC suma,.t in Rhodes. 


“This is borne out by the most recent entries into the 
EEC (those of Spain and Portugal), as it is by all the 
treaties of association and projects agreed with EEC 
nonmembers, including Sweden. Our bilateral relations 
in such wide-ranging fields as resez7ch, telecommunica- 
tions, and space also indicate this. 


“This web of relations embodies Sweden's European 
vocation. If the question of Swedish membership of the 
EEC were one day to arise “rance would rot make any 
demands or lay down any conditvons. 
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“Membership of the EEC does not lead to compulsory 
membership of military alliances. But it is true that the 
rapprochement among the EEC nations quite naturally 
brings with it an increased political solidarity on the 
worid stage.” 


“However, France for its part will always listen to 
Sweden’s concern in this area.” 


Rocard was unwilling to indicate when the next possible 
applications for EEC membership could be considered, 
but sees absolutely no reason to doubt that the single 
market will be implemented by the end of 1992. 


“1993 will be not a coup de theatre but the crowning of 
a process that we are working on the whole time. The 
single market is the result of a series of measures which 
are already being drafted and which will be adopted as 
we go along. Some are already in force.” 


(Earlier this fall Rocard was involved in a disagreement 
with EEC Commissioner Jacques Delors after claiming 
that a harmonization of taxation policy was unnecessary 
in the run-up to 1993. However, Rocard later modified 
his stance.) 


At the end of the year Spain takes over the chairmanship 
in Brussels for 6 months. Then it is France’s turn. After 
a relatively dead 6 months under Greek leadership both 
Paris and Madrid are hoping to be able to set the work 
for 1993 back in motion. 


FRANCE 


Mirister Dumas Meets SWAPO’s Nujoma 
AU0712185188 Paris AFP in English 1840 GMT 
7 Dec 88 


{Text} Paris, Dec 7 (AFP)}—Sam Nujoma, leader of the 
South West Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO) of 
Namibia had talks here Wednesday with French Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas, an official source here said. 


The two discussed the latest developments in U.S.- 
mediated talks between Angola, South Africa and Cuba 
on Cuban troop withdrawals from Angola and the imple- 
mentation of a United Nations resolution on indepen- 
dence for neighbouring Namibia, the source added. 


Mr. Nujoma has regular meetings with Mr. Dumas, the 
source said. SWAPO, which is fighting for the indepen- 
dence of South African-occupied Namibia, has had an 
office in Paris since 1981. 


Mr. Nujoma had been attending a meeting of the council 
of the Socialist International held near Paris. Deiegates 
there called on South Africa to speed up the peace process 
in southwestern Africa. 


The U.S.-mediated peace talks have become deadlocked 
over verification of Cuban troop withdrawals from 
Angola. South African negotiators suddenly left a four- 
party meeting in Brazzaville on Saturday, without sign- 
ing an agreement as they had been widely expected to do. 
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on Turkish Reaction to Papandreou 
NC0712135288 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1230 GMT 7 Dec 88 


[Text] Asked by journalists for the government’s com- 
ments on a statement by the Turkish Foreign Ministry 
spokesman on Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou’s 
remarks during the EEC summit, Government spokesman 
Sotirios Kostopoulos stated: Prime Minister Papandreou, 
ty as president of the European Council, 
clearly put AS the well-known and longstanding 
Greek positions on the Cyprus issue. He has repeatedly 
presented these positions to the Greek and European 
public. The prime minister’s briefing of Greece’s European 
associates, Kostopoulos added, was necessary because the 
various EEC organs have consistently been concerned with 
the Cyprus issue, either independently or within the frame- 
work of EEC-Turkish relations. 


on Turkish Defense Minister Remarks 
NC0712185088 Athens ATHENS NEWS in English 
6 Dec 88 p 3 


ext] The government yesterday said that good neigh- 
relations with Turkey would be beneficial to both 
sides, but for this process, which began in Davos last 
January, to be effective the two sides should avoid actions 
which suggest the possible use of violence in the solving of 
any solutions, whether they be actual or artificial. 


Government spokesman Sotirios Kostopoulos was reply- 
ing to a question relating to statements made by Turkish 
National Defense Minister Ercan Vuralhan in an inter- 
view with an Athens newspaper. In the report, Vuralhan 
said that the two countries should act as allies and that 
they should unite their powers to face a possible danger 
from the north. 


The government spokesman said that with regard to the 
danger from the north the positions of the Greek Gov- 
ernment were familiar, clear, and long-established. 


The interview with Vuralhan appeared in the pro-gov- 
ernment AVRIANI daily. In it the Turkish minister said 
that Greece and Turkey should stop seeing each other as 
enemies and said that he saw a bright future for the two 
countries. 


Cooperation Prospects for Left-Wing Parties Viewed 
NC0712211788 Athens Domestic Service 
in Greek 1900 GMT 7 Dec 88 


[Text] The report prepared by the working team which 
explored the possibilities for converging the platforms of 
the two traditional left-wing parties—the KKE and the 
Greek Left party—was released today. The report cites an 
initial rapprochement on certain key questions between 
the two parties. It also stresses that the coalition is not an 
istic affair, but that it is a long-term goal which 
seeks to elevate the left wing to a rising power during the 
crucial 1990's. It is apparent from the report that the goal 
for cooperation during the elections is the increase in the 
parliamentary strength of the traditional left wing, so that 
it will operate as a determinative political power after the 
elections. The report also gives its views on important 
problems: international relations, the military blocs, the 
EEC, and the international economy. 
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Kostopoulos Rebuts New Democracy’s Mitsotakis 
NC0712213888 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1930 GMT 7 Dec 88 


[Excerpt] In a statement to the Italian paper LA REPUB- 
BLICA, New Democracy Party Chairman Konstandinos 
Mitsotakis referred to the political situation in our country. 
Our Rome correspondent Dhimitrios Beliolanis reports: 


[Begin recording] If my party did not enjoy such high 
prestige within the Armed Forces and if Greece were not 
an EEC member, this time the air would smell gunpow- 
der; I cannot rule out as yet that something might 
happen. I do not mean a real coup d’etat because there 
are no senior officers who are so insane as to believe that 
today they can take over power as was the case with the 
colonels in 1967. However, a show of strength, an 
uprising with limited dimensions unfortunately can still 
be realized. I know that the young officers are disgusted 
with what is going on ir. our country. 


These statements are attributed to Konstandinos Mitso- 
takis by journalist (Sandro Biola), special correspondent 
in Athens of the widely-read Italian newspaper LA 
REPUBBLICA. 


After citing this statement by Mitsotakis, the Italian 
journalist makes the folowing comment: The New 
Democracy leader is exaggerating in order to defend his 
opinion. The milixary attaches of NATO member coun- 
tries do not know of any case of insubordination in the 
country’s military camps. However, it is true that with 
the outbreak of the great controversy when swindler 
Yeoryios Koskotas managed to escape from Greece 
despite surveillance by special police units, certain peo- 
ple feared that the worst could happen, the LA REPU- 
BBLICA report concludes. [end recording] 


Responding to Mitsotakis’ statement, government 
spokesman Sotirios Kostopoulos said: It is not incidental 
that Mitsotakis is the only Greek politician who is 
recently warning, directly or indirectly, of the danger of 
our country’s return to the regime of the 7-year dictator- 
ship. We inform him that he is making futile efforts. 
Democracy in today’s Greece is extremely strong. The 
Armed Forces remain faithful and firm to their national 
mission, and the people are determined to smash any 
attempt presumptive tyrants make to reappear. The 
same fate is also reserved for all sorts of traitors who 
would once agaia like to open the doors to the suppres- 
sors of the people’s will. The government warns Mitso- 
takis to stop destroying, consciously or not, our country’s 
democratic normalcy by suspiciously undermining the 
conviction and faith of Greek officers in the Constitu- 
tion and laws of the state. 


Concerning Mitsotakis’ statement to LA REPUBBLICA 
newspaper, the PASOK press bureau released the following 
statement: Mitsotakis’ statement is absolutely inconceivable. 
Such a statement attempts to dynamite the foundations of 
democracy and its institutions. [passage omitted] 
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New Reacts to Bombings in Athens 
NC0512181488 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1600 GMT 5 Dec 88 


[Text] As a result of the new bombing incidents in the 
capital, New Democracy underlines that all sorts of 
terrorists operate without any interference, and none of 
them are arrested because the state is in no position 
either to prevent or to suppress their activities. New 
Democracy places responsibility on the climate—the 
breakup of everything—created by the non-government 
of Andreas Papandreou, which favors the appearance of 
increasing numbers of aspiring terrorists. New Lemoc- 
racy calls on the government to resign and to proclaim 
elections under a caretaker government. 


Greece Deports Jailed Palestinian to Libya 
NC0712130388 Nicosia Domestic Service 
in Greek 1130 GMT 7 Dec 88 


[Text] The Greek authorities have deported Usamah 
‘Abd al-Zummar, a Palestinian who had been jailed since 
1982, to Libya. The Italian authorities have accused him 
of being involved in an attack against a synagogue in 
Rome in 1982. A 2-year-old child was killed and 30 
people were injured in the attack. 


The Italian authorities demanded Al-Zumar’s extradi- 
tion from Greece but, as Minister of Justice Vassos Rotis 
has stated, the Palestinian was deported to a country of 
his choice because his action was the result of his struggle 
for the establishment of a Palestinian state. 


Official Defends Extradition 
NC0712180388 Athens ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
7 Dec 88 p 23 


[Text] The day before yesterday, Justice Minister Vassos 
Rotis decided not to extradite Palestinian Usamah ‘Abd 
al-Zumar to Italy. The latter was released from the 
Koridhallos Prison yesterday at 0830. 


Al-Zumar, who was accused by the Italians in connection 
with the bomb explosion at a Jewish synagogue in Rome, 
has been held in a Greek prison since 1982 after he was 
apprehended at the Evros border with cxplosives in his 
automobile. He was sentenced by a Greek court for 
possessing explosives. On 29 November 1988 he finished 
his sentence, but he remained in prison because although 
the three-member Appeals Court and the Supreme Court 
had agreed on his extradition to Italy, the government 
had not made any decision on it. 


Speaking to journalists yesterday, Justice Minister 
Vassos Rotis justified his decision against extraditing the 
Palestinian and described Usamah ‘Abd al-Zumar’s 
action as “an action for gaining his country’s indepen- 
dence and, therefore, for freedom.” The justice minister 
clarified that the court decisions providing for the Pal- 
estinian’s extradition were of an advisory nature and 
were not binding on him. 


GREECE 


Responding to a question, the justice minister said that 
in the case of the refusal to extradite the Palestinian 
“there is a political and a judicial aspect.” He added: 
“Do not forget that today the Palestinians have or will 
have their own government and that things are different 
from what they were 3 to 4 years ago. They renounced 
terrorism. All this has played some role in making this 
decision.” 


[Question] Was the decision against the extradition 
made solely by you or in consultation with other mem- 
bers of the government? 


{Rotis] The decision on such matters is made by the 
justice minister and he bears the responsibility. Whether 
the government observes one policy or another is con- 
sidered by the justice minister, but the decision is mine. 


[Question] Before making the decision, did you brief the 
prime minister? 


[Rotis] How could we not brief everyone on such a 
serious matter? However, the responsibility is mine. 


[Question] What do you mean by “everyone?” 


{Rotis] I mean the prime minister and the foreign 
minister. 


[Question] Will the same treatment be accorded to 
Muhammad Rashid? 


[Rotis] Each case has its own points. | am not aware 
{dhen gnorizo] of the Rashid case yet, so I cannot 
commit myself to follow a similar policy in another case. 


In conclusion, responding to a question on whether the 
planting of a bomb at a Jewish synagogue is a political or 
terrorist action, the justice minister gave an indirect 
reply citing the case of Greek saboteurs during the period 
of German occupation. He said: “Some may have judged 
it as terrorist action, but from the national point of view 
it has the characteristics of a resistance action.” 


Sartzetakis Greets Alia on National Day 
AU0612150688 Tirana ZERI | POPULLIT 
in Albanian 30 Nov 88 p 4 


[Telegram from President Khristos Sartzetakis to Ramiz 
Alia, chairman of the Presidium of the People’s Assem- 
bly of the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania] 


[Text] On the occasion of the anniversary of Albania’s 
liberation, I wish to convey to Your Excellency, in the 
name of the people of Greece, my warm greetings and 
sincere wishes for the prosperity of the people of Alba- 
nia, and for your personal well-being and happiness. 
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State Minister Bozer Leaves for EC Contacts 
TA08 12113688 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1100 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] State Minister Ali Bozer, who is responsible for 
relations with the EC, has left for Brussels. In a statement 
at Ankara Esenboga Airport before his departure, Bozer 
said that tomorrow he will hold a meeting with Foreign 
Minister Yilmaz and with Turkey’s ambassadors to the 
EC and the EC member countries. He said they would 
review Turkey’s relations with the EC within the coniext 
of inter-Community developments. 


Bozer said that he will also hold bilateral talks in 
Brussels. On Tuesday, he will meet with Claude Cheys- 
son, the EC Commission official responsible for Medi- 
terranean affairs. During this meeting, Bozer said, he 
will request the speedy implementation of the fourth 
financial protocol and the establishment of a joint asso- 
ciation council committee. 


Government To Join Aid for Iraqi Refugees 
TA0712175588 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1555 GMT 7 Dec 88 


[Text] Ankara (A.A.}-The United Nations High Com- 
mission for Refugees and Turkey will sign an agreement 
soon in Geneva, in relation to assistance to be extended 
to the Iraqis who are temporarily sheltered in Turkey. 


TURKEY 14 


In his weekly news conference today, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Ambassador Inal Batu said that under the 
agreement to be signed, the UN High Commission will 
deliver to Turkey the assistance to be extended by 
various countries to the Iraqis. 


He went on to say that this assistance would not change 
the position of the Iraqis in Turkey and it was out of the 
question to recognize them as immigrants. 


He added that Turkey’s attitude as regards the 1951 
Geneva agreement remains unchanged. 


Under the agreement in question, the signatories have 
only undertaken to accept as immigrants, those who 
come from the West. 


Ambassador Batu said that a delegation from the UN 
High Commission, which will arrive here today, will visit 
the region and determine the needs of the Iraqis. 


Our Radio Claims 21 Killed in Recent Clash 
TA08 12095 188 (Clandestine) Our Radio in Turkish 
to Turkey 0800 GMT 8 Dec 88 


[Text] In a real massacre in Siirt, 21 persons were killed 
in an armed clash. According to an announcement issued 
by the State of Emergency Governor's Office, military 
units in the area set a trap in the steep and mountainous 
region some 2,700 meters up Cudi Mountain for a group 
they claim were PKK members. An armed clash erupted 
when the military units opened intensive fire. Eight 
soldiers, two NCO’s, one officer and ten Kurdish citizens 
were killed. 
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